Classes of the Neighbor

“As much as you have done it 

to one of the least of these My brothers, 

you have done it to Me.” 
Matthew 25:40
6. Those in Prison
· By the "hungry" angels perceive those who from affection desire good; 

· By the "thirsty," those who from affection desire truth; 

· By a "sojourner," those who are willing to be instructed;

· By the "naked," those who acknowledge that there is nothing of good and of truth in themselves; 

· By the "sick," those who acknowledge that in themselves there is nothing but evil; 

· And by the "bound," or those who are "in prison," those who acknowledge that in themselves there is nothing but falsity.
Arcana Caelestia 4956
Day One: TURN BACK OUR CAPTIVITY

A song of the steps. 

When Jehovah shall turn back the captivity of Zion, 

We shall be as they who dream. 

Then our mouth shall be filled with laughter, 

And our tongue with singing aloud. 

Then they shall say among the nations, 

Jehovah has done great things with these. 

Jehovah has done great things with us! 

We are glad. 

Turn back, O Jehovah, our captivity, 

As the channels in the south. 

They who sow with tears 

With singing aloud shall harvest. 

He who goes, walking and weeping, bearing a cast of seed,

Coming, he shall come with singing aloud, bearing his sheaves. (Psalm 126)
[This psalm signifies] Joy of the nations with whom a new church will arise. It will be instructed (Prophets and Psalms, Psalm 126).
If anyone shall gather into captivity he shall go into captivity; if anyone shall kill with the sword, he must be killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the holy ones (Revelation 13:10).
If anyone shall lead into captivity he shall go into captivity, signifies that he who by means of this heretical doctrine leads others away from believing well and living well, will himself be led away into hell by his own falsities and evils. By "leading into captivity" is signified to persuade and draw over to his own party, that they may consent and adhere to that heresy, which is meant by "the dragon" and "the beast," and so to lead away from believing well and from living well. By "going into captivity" is signified to be led away into hell by his own falsities and evils. By "captivity" is here meant spiritual captivity, which is to be seduced, and thus led away from truths and goods, and led into falsities and evils. That by "captivity" in the Word is meant this spiritual captivity, may appear from the following passages: 

Hear all ye people, and see my sorrow; my virgins and my young men have gone into captivity (Lam. 1:18). 

God forsook His habitation and tent where He dwelt among men, and gave his strength into captivity (Ps. 78:60-61). 

The wind shall feed all thy pastors, and thy lovers shall go away into captivity; then thou shalt be ashamed for all thy wickedness (Jer. 22:22)….

Jehovah has sent Me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, to the bound, to the blind (Isa. 61:1; Luke 4:18-19). 

I have raised him up in justice; and he shall let go my captivity, not for price nor reward (Isa. 45:13). 

Thou hast ascended on high, Thou hast led captivity captive (Ps. 68:18). 

Shall the just captive be delivered? Even the captivity of the mighty shall be taken away, and the prey of the violent shall be delivered (Isa. 49:24-25). 

Shake thyself from the dust, sit down, O Jerusalem, open the bands of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion (Isa. 52:2). . . .

By the captivities of the sons of Israel by their enemies, spoken of in the book of Judges, and 2 Kings 25, and in the prophets, were represented, and thence signified, spiritual captivities, of which elsewhere; similar things are signified by "the bound," as by "captives," in the following passages: 

By the blood of thy covenant I have sent forth the bound out of the pit (Zech. 9:11). 
Let the sighing of the bound come to Thee (Ps. 79:11). 
The bound shall be gathered in the pit, and shall be shut up in the prison (Isa. 24:22). 
…Who made the world as a wilderness; He did not open the house to his bound (Isa. 14:17). 

The King said, I was in prison, and you did not come to Me (Matt. 25:36, 43). 
Jesus said, Ought not this daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has bound, be loosed from this bond on the Sabbath day? (Luke 13:16.)  (AR 591).

Questions:

1. What is the tone and emotion expressed in Psalm 126 quoted here?

2. Has the deliverance from captivity in the Psalm happened yet? What is the significance of your answer?

3. Name an example or two from history that involves captivity vs. freedom. How do these Scriptures and teachings help us connect to people of the past (or present or future)?

4. What are the heretical doctrines mentioned in AR 591? If people are in those heresies, is there anything we can do for them?

5. How do falsities of doctrine translate into spiritual prisons?

6. Why would someone with possession of true doctrine still be at risk of captivity and bondage?

Day Two: JOSEPH BOUND IN EGYPT

And she spoke to him according to these words, saying, The Hebrew servant whom thou hast brought to us, came to me to mock me; and it was, as I lifted high my voice and cried, that he left his garment beside me, and fled out. 

And it was when his lord heard the words of his wife that she spoke to him, saying, According to these words thy servant did to me, that his anger was fierce. 

And Joseph’s lord took him, and put him into the jail house, the place where the king’s bound ones were bound; and he was there in the prison house (Genesis 39:17-20).
And put him into the prison house. That this signifies as to false-speaking against good, is evident from the signification of being "put into the prison house, and kept bound there," as being to be let into temptations as to false-speaking against good, of which in what follows; but something must first be said in regard to temptations. Scarcely anyone in the Christian world at this day knows where temptations come from. He who undergoes them has no other belief than that they are torments arising from the evils which are within man, and which at first make him uneasy, then anxious, and finally torment him; but he is altogether ignorant that they are effected by the evil spirits who are with him. The reason why he is ignorant of this, is that he does not believe that he is in company with spirits while he lives in the world, and scarcely believes that there is any spirit with him; when yet as to his interiors man is continually in the society of spirits and angels. 

[2] As regards temptations, they take place when the man is in the act of regeneration; for no one can be regenerated unless he undergoes temptations, and they then arise from evil spirits who are around him. For the man is then let into the state of evil in which he is, that is, in which is that very [life] which is his own; and when he comes into this state, evil or infernal spirits encompass him, and when they perceive that he is inwardly protected by angels, the evil spirits excite the falsities which he has thought, and the evils which he has done, but the angels defend him from within. It is this combat which is perceived in the man as temptation, but so obscurely that he scarcely knows otherwise than that it is merely an anxiety; for man—especially if he believes nothing about influx—is in a state that is wholly obscure, and he perceives scarcely a thousandth part of the things about which the evil spirits and angels are contending. And yet the battle is then being fought for the man and his eternal salvation, and it is fought from the man himself; for they fight from those things which are in man, and concerning them. That this is the case has been given me to know with the utmost certainty. I have heard the combat, I have perceived the influx, I have seen the spirits and angels, and at the time and afterward have conversed with them on the subject. 

[3] As before said, temptations take place chiefly at the time when the man is becoming spiritual; for he then apprehends spiritually the truths of doctrine. The man is often unaware of this, but still the angels with him see in his natural things the spiritual; for his interiors are then open toward heaven. For this reason also the man who has been regenerated is among angels after his life in the world, and there both sees and perceives the spiritual things which before appeared to him as natural. When therefore a man has come into such a state, then in temptation, when assaulted by evil spirits, he can be defended by angels, who then have a plane into which they can operate; for they flow into what is spiritual with him, and through this into what is natural (AC 5036).

The place where the king's bound ones were bound. That this signifies the state in which those are who are in falsities, is evident from the signification of "place," as being state… and from the signification of the "king's bound ones," as being those who are in falsities, and because they are in falsities they are in vastation, and who are being regenerated in the world in temptation; for temptation is the vastation of what is false, and at the same time the confirmation of what is true (AC 5038).
Questions:

1. Joseph ends up in prison. What was his crime or error?

2. Find a definition of temptation in the reading.

3. What do you think is meant by the “false-speaking against good”? (Do you find this reading challenging?) Can you think of an example of false-speaking against good that has the effect of putting someone in a sort of prison?

4. Clearly, spirits and angels have a role in this temptation function. Why is it helpful to know about this?

5. Did you notice the progression of temptations described in the middle of the first paragraph of AC 5036?

6. What might be some outward signs that a person is imprisoned like Joseph and what might you do for him or her?

Day Three: CONTINUING WITH JOSEPH

Joseph was sold for a servant; 

They afflicted his feet with fetters; 

His soul came into iron. 

Until the time that His word came, 

The saying of Jehovah examined him. 

The king sent and made him free, 

The ruler of the peoples, and he loosed him (Psalm 105:17-20).
That "to be put into the prison house, and to be kept bound there," denotes to be let into temptations as to false-speaking against good, is because all that region next under the sole of the foot and around about, is called a "prison house," where those are kept who are in vastation, that is, those who have been in principles of falsity and in a life of evil from falsity, and yet in good as to intentions. Such cannot be received into heaven until they have put off the principles of falsity, and also the delight of life derived from them. They who are there are let into temptations; for principles of falsity and the derivative delights of life cannot be cast out except by means of temptations. The place where they are, or rather the state in which they are, is signified in general by a "prison house," and the places themselves by "pits" (AC 5037).

[4] But when ultimate truth has been withdrawn, and therefore the man has nothing by which to defend himself against those who are natural… he then comes into temptations, and by evil spirits—who are all merely natural—he is accused especially of speaking falsely against good; as for example of having thought and said that the neighbor ought to be benefited, and having also approved this in act, and yet now meaning by the neighbor only those who are in good and truth, and not those who are in evil and falsity and cannot be amended; and consequently, because he is no longer willing to benefit the evil, or if he will benefit them, he desires them to be punished for the sake of their amendment, and for the purpose of averting evil from his neighbor, they charge him with thinking and speaking what is false, and with not thinking as he speaks. 

[5] Take another example. Because when a man becomes spiritual, he no longer believes it holy and for pious use to give to monasteries, or even to churches which abound in wealth; and because before he became spiritual he had thought that such giving was holy and pious, they charge him with falsehood, and stir up all his thoughts which he had before cherished as to its being holy and pious, and also the works which he had done from such thought. And so they do in numberless other cases, but let these few examples serve by way of illustration. These spirits enter principally into the affections which the man had before, and excite them, and also the false and evil things which he had thought and done; and thus they bring him into anxiety, and often into doubt even to despair. 

[6] Such then is the source of spiritual anxieties, and of the torments which are called torments of conscience. By influx and communication these things appear to the man as if they were in himself. One who knows and believes this may be compared to a man who sees himself in a mirror, and knows that it is not himself that appears in it, or on the other side of it, but only his image; whereas one who does not know and believe this, may be compared to a person who sees himself in a mirror, and supposes it is himself that appears there, and not his image (AC 5036). 

And Jehovah was with Joseph. This signifies that the Divine was in Him, that is, in the Lord (who in the supreme sense is represented by Joseph), here the Divine in temptations, which are here treated of…. (AC 5041).

And inclined mercy unto him. That this signifies the Divine love in everything, is evident from the signification of "mercy," as being in the supreme sense the Divine love…. This Divine love… flowed into everything He did from the human taken from the mother, and directed all to ends, and these ends to the ultimate end that mankind might be saved (AC 5042).

Questions:

1. What does it mean to be in falsities, yet having good intentions (mentioned in AC 5037)?

2. What if one is really committed to the truth and has the Word; how might he still be in falsities?

3. The second paragraph reads: “But when ultimate truth has been withdrawn”: what exactly is meant, and what results from it?

4. How do evil spirits work on man? (see AC 5036:5)

5. What are some common experiences people have in today's world of being in mental or spiritual bondage? How deep are the causes? What are the falsities? What are the evils? How is a remedy administered?

Day Four: TEMPTATIONS & HELP

And Ebed-melech the Ethiopian said unto Jeremiah, Set now these worn out clouts and rags under the joints of thy hands beneath the cords. And Jeremiah did so. 

So they drew up Jeremiah with cords, and took him up out of the pit; and Jeremiah remained in the court of the prison (Jeremiah 38:12-13).
The "pit" into which they let down Jeremiah the prophet…

signifies the truth of doctrine falsified, the "prophet" signifying the truth of doctrine, and "to let down into the pit" signifying to be falsified. The "old castoff and old worn out things by which he was drawn out" signify the vindication and restitution of the truth of doctrine by means of such goods and truths of the sense of the letter of the Word as had not been perceived and understood, and therefore had been neglected and rejected. This is the signification of these old things. Why otherwise would it be mentioned in the Divine Word that the prophet was drawn out by means of such things? (AE 537:17).

And the prince of the jail house gave into Joseph’s hand all the bound ones that were in the jail house; and whatever they did there, he was the doer. Nor did the prince of the jail house see anything of all that was in his hand, because Jehovah was with him; and that which he did, Jehovah made prosper (Genesis 39:22-23).
By "the prince of the prison gave into Joseph's hand all the bound ones that were in the prison house," is signified truth governing in a state of temptations from Himself over all falsities; that is, that the truth by which He governed falsities in a state of temptations was from Himself. Here, and in what follows to the end of this chapter, in the internal sense the subject treated of is the Lord, how He from His own power governed in a state of temptations, that is, overcame the hells, which were in evils and falsities and were continually pouring them into mankind (AC 5045).

And it was after these words that they sinned, the butler of the king of Egypt and the baker, to their lord the king of Egypt. And Pharaoh was enraged over two of his chamberlains, over the prince of the butlers, and over the prince of the bakers. And he put them under guard in the house of the prince of the guards, to the jail house, the place where Joseph was bound. And the prince of the guards appointed Joseph over them, and he ministered to them; and they were days under guard (Genesis 40:1-4).

And Joseph came to them in the morning, and saw them, and behold they were gloomy (Genesis 40:6).
Who were bound in the prison house. That this signifies which were among falsities, is evident from the signification of "being bound in a prison house," as being to be among falsities…. They who are in falsities, and still more they who are in evils, are said to be "bound," and in "prison"—not that they are in any bond, but for the reason that they are not in freedom, for those who are not in freedom are interiorly bound. For they who have confirmed themselves in falsity are no longer in any freedom to choose and receive truth; and they who have much confirmed themselves in them are not even in freedom to see truth, still less to acknowledge and believe it; for they are in the persuasion that falsity is truth, and truth falsity. This persuasion is such that it takes away all freedom to think anything else, and consequently holds the very thought in bonds and as it were in prison (AC 5096).

But they who are not in confirmed falsity—that is, in the persuasion of falsity—easily admit truths, and see and choose them, and are affected with them, and afterward see falsities as it were beneath themselves, and also see how they who are in the persuasion of falsity are bound. These are in so much freedom that in view and thought they can as it were range through the whole heaven to innumerable truths. But no one can be in this freedom unless he is in good; for from good man is in heaven, and in heaven truths appear from good (AC 5096.2).

Questions:

1. What is the meaning of the old rags used in the rescue of Jeremiah from the pit?

2. What prophet-function in your life would you like to see rescued from the pit?

3. Notice how Joseph, himself bound in the prison house, came to the other prisoners in keeping with the Lord's admonition of Matthew 25.  What lessons can be drawn from this observation?

4. AC 5096 at the end speaks of mental bonds which take away all freedom to think of anything else. What mental bindings are common in the different ages of life? How do they hold people back? How are breakthroughs achieved?

5. Do you know what your inner bonds are that keep you entrapped in certain areas of life?

6. What would it look like to be helped or to help others?
Day Five: OTHER SCRIPTURAL EXAMPLES

OF THOSE BOUND OR IN PRISON

And God spoke all these words, saying, I am Jehovah thy God, who brought thee out from the land of Egypt, from the house of servitude. Thou shalt have no other gods before My face (Exodus 20:1-3). 

Who brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of servants. That this signifies liberation by Him from hell, is evident from the signification of "bringing forth," as being liberation; from the signification of "the land of Egypt," as being infestations by the infernals… and from the signification of "the house of servants," as being spiritual captivity…. That "the house of servants" denotes spiritual captivity and also hell, is because it is servitude to be held captive and to be led by those who are in hell, and it is freedom to be led by the Lord…. (They who are of the spiritual church and are represented by the sons of Israel were liberated from hell by the Lord, by His coming into the world and making the Human in Himself Divine….) (AC 8866).

Wherefore say to the sons of Israel, I am Jehovah, and I will lead you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rescue you from their service; and I will redeem you with a stretched out arm, and with great judgments (Exodus 6:6).

In Thy mercy Thou hast led the people that Thou hast redeemed; Thou hast guided them in Thy strength to the home of Thy holiness (Exodus 15:13).
For I brought thee up out of the land of Egypt, and redeemed thee out of the house of servants; and I sent before thee Moses, Aaron, and Miriam (Micah 6:4).
This means in the sense of the letter that they were led by the Divine power out of Egypt, where they had been made bondmen; but in the internal or spiritual sense no such thing is meant, but it means that those who are of the church, that is, those who are reformed by the Lord by means of truths and a life according to them, are delivered and freed from evils and from the falsities thence, for these are the things that make man a bondsman. This is the spiritual sense of these words, and in this sense are the angels when man is in the sense of the letter (AE 328:18).

I commanded your fathers in the day that I brought them out from the land of Egypt, from the iron furnace, saying, Obey My voice, and do them, according to all which I command you; and you shall be My people, and I will be your God (Jeremiah 11:4).
For all freedom of thinking and acting is from the spiritual man, because the spiritual man thinks and wills out of heaven from the Lord, and to be led by the Lord is freedom. From this it can be seen why Egypt is called "a furnace of iron," and "a house of bondage;" this bondage is signified also by "I removed the shoulder of Israel from the burden of Egypt" (AE 540:10).

And the Philistines seized [Samson], and took out his eyes, and brought him down to Gaza, and bound him with bronze fetters; and he ground in the house of the bound (Judges 16:21).

And John, hearing in the prison the works of the Christ and sending two of his disciples, says to Him, Art Thou He who comes, or do we look for another? And Jesus answering, said to them, Go, report to John what things you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel announced to them (Matthew 22:2-5).

Who shall give the salvation of Israel out of Zion? 

When Jehovah turns back the captivity of His people, 

Jacob shall rejoice, Israel shall be glad (Psalm 14:7).

And he (Peter) said to Him, Lord, I am prepared to go with Thee both into prison and to death (Luke 22:33).
Questions:

1. The greatest deliverance from captivity is expressed in the preamble to the Ten Commandments. Why do you think that preamble is there? How does it affect your reading or doing of the Commandments that follow?

2. The Lord comes to or visits those who are captive and leads them forth. Can you think of a story from the Word and how this actually happened?

3. John the Baptist was in prison. In his case, he was not rescued, but the Lord still did something for him. What was it, and what lessons can be drawn for us?

4. Peter seemed to anticipate that the Lord might be arrested. How was Peter prepared to help? How did that turn out?
Day Six: CHARITY AND THE PARABLE OF THE SHEEP AND THE GOATS (Summation)
Then shall the just answer Him, saying, Lord, when did we see Thee hungry and fed Thee, or thirsty and gave Thee drink? 

And when did we see Thee a sojourner and gathered Thee in, or naked, and clothed Thee? And when did we see Thee weak, or in prison, and came to Thee? 

And the King answering shall say to them, Amen, I say to you, As much as you have done it to one of the least of these My brothers, you have done it to Me (Matthew 25:37-40).
Wishing to do good to the neighbor is of charity. This is well known, for it is believed that giving to the poor, succoring the needy, assisting widows and orphans, benefiting ministers, contributing to churches, hospitals, and various pious uses, is of charity; again, that feeding the hungry, giving drink to the thirsty, sheltering the sojourner, clothing the naked, visiting the sick, going to those bound in prison, and many other things, are good works of charity. But yet they are good only in so far as a man shuns evils as sins. If the man does these good works before shunning evils as sins, they are external, even merit-seeking, because they spring from an impure fountain, and things issuing from such a fountain are inwardly evil. There is the man in them, and the world in them (Charity 17.2).

As regards Judgment it is twofold, namely, from good and from truth. The faithful are judged from good, but the unfaithful from truth. That the faithful are judged from good, is plainly evident in Matthew (Matt. 25:34-40), and that the unfaithful are judged from truth (Matt. 25:41-46)…. But as regards judgment from truth the case is this: The Lord never judges anyone except from good; for He desires to raise all into heaven, however many they may be, and indeed, if it were possible, even to Himself; for the Lord is mercy itself and good itself. Mercy itself and good itself can never condemn anyone; but it is the man who condemns himself, because he rejects good. As in the life of the body he had shunned good, so does he shun it in the other life (AC 2335:2, 3).

The doctrine of celestial good, which is that of love to the Lord, is of most wide extent, and at the same time most full of arcana; being the doctrine of the angels of the inmost or third heaven, which is such, that if it were delivered from their mouths, scarcely a thousandth part of it would be understood: the things also which it contains are ineffable…. That the doctrine of love towards the neighbor, or charity, is of wide extent, may appear from the fact, that it reaches to all the things which man thinks and wills, consequently to all which he speaks and does, even to the most minute particulars; and also from the fact, that charity does not exist alike with two different persons, and that no two persons are alike the neighbor (NJHD 107a).

The reason why the Lord says these things of Himself is that He is in those who are such, and therefore He also says: Amen, I say to you, As much as you have done it to one of the least of these My brothers, you have done it to Me (Matt. 25:40; AC 4959).

It may be seen that the whole doctrine of charity is comprehended in the offices towards those who are called by the Lord "the hungry," "the thirsty," "sojourners," "the naked," "the sick," and "the bound in prison" Matt. 25:34-36 and the verses following) [n. 4954-4959].  These names were given from heaven to the ancients who were of the church, and by those who were so named they understood those who were spiritually such. Their doctrine of charity not only taught who these were, but also the quality of the charity to be exercised towards each. Hence it is, that the same names are in the Word, and signify those who are such in the spiritual sense…. The reason why those same names are in the Word, is that the Word, which is in itself spiritual, might in its ultimate be natural; and because they who are in external worship are to exercise charity towards such as are so named, and they who are in internal worship towards such spiritually understood; thus that the simple might understand and do the Word in simplicity, and the wise, in wisdom; also, that the simple, by the externals of charity, might be initiated into its internals (NJHD 107b).

Questions:

1. These six categories of the neighbor are said to encompass the whole doctrine of charity. Try this exercise: consider how a mother fulfills all six of these duties towards her children in the course of raising her family. Start with the natural or outward sense of that teaching in Matthew 25.

2. Name an occupation and see how it serves the neighbor in a way that fits into one of these six categories. Consider the outward use. Then speculate on the corresponding internal use to the neighbor.

3. We're familiar with the teaching that everything of life relates to good and truth and their opposites. Do you find that the teachings in this series make it harder or easier to get related to our neighbors in a spiritual way?

4. Reflect on what these teachings can do for your use in this world and the next. Be sure to consider how the Lord is in the neighbor whom you serve.
